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Dear Members

I hope you all had a wonderful 
Christmas and the new year is on 
track to more enjoyment, mind you 
it would need a lot to surpass last 
year. 2020 will go down in history 
as a lets forget year. 

Towards the end of 2020 we had 
a couple of get togethers longingly awaited by all. 

The first was a cross section meeting in different parts of 

Melbourne. I visited the one just off Ferntree Gully Road. 
Thank you to Ken Harrison who found this little gem. 

The other sites were all excellent and the photos proved 
all had a great time. 

The second was the kids Christmas party a run to the 
Beeac Hotel. What a great day. The usual rally prior to lunch 
was a highlight. Tony Borg and his offsider Joe Borg continue 
to find gems. They say they are not related but they work 
together like twins and again came up with a wonderful 
rally and great place for lunch with about 50 attendees 
including Santa.

Things seemed to be going very much in the right direction 
until Sydney had an outbreak which saw returning Victorians 
bring this dreaded virus back from Sydney. 

We have just found a new venue for the Australia Day 
Celebration and Show. This is a beautiful grassed and treed 
land with a beautiful homestead of 19 acres in total, situated 
in Mt Eliza. 

Long time member and great character Gary Anderson 
did all the initial work on this one. We intend to hold the 
Australia Day function at these premises check the website.

The other big thing this year is the starting up of meetings 
again. Our first planned meeting is for February with a short 
AGM to ratify our new club constitution and tick off the 
committee. I would ask that anyone with interest in joining 
the committee please wait till our July AGM meeting as the 
meeting needs to proceed and hopefully all agenda items 
needs be ticked off without any holdups not to mention 
how good the present committee is. Keep an eye on the 
mag and the web site for details.

I guess Santa was very busy as usual as he once again 
overlooked my request for a Shelby. One day I'll open the 
front door and there it will be; sitting in the driveway - until 
then we live in hope.

I have noticed that Carrol Shelby's original 427 Cobra is 
up for sale estimated 14 million, maybe an Aussie investor 
will buy it.

The club has some fabulous events planned and until we 
are told otherwise all will proceed. 

The Tasmanian adventure is on again with the usual amount 
of work involved from Neil and Dee, they are tireless in the 
pursuit of new places to visit.

I picked up the latest Unique Cars magazine and checked 
out the value guide for cars, especially Mustangs.

In particular the old Mussie seems to be holding up rather 
well. The 15 to 18 models have seemed to come back as they 
dipped last year. So it would seem all is well with our hobby.

Fingers crossed for a year without major lockdowns so 
we can all socialise normally and enjoy our toys.

Lets put 2020 behind us as the year that never was.

Stay safe and vigilant and let us know of anyone who is 
struggling.

Keep on Mustanging

Ian Collins
MOCA VIC President
president@mustangclubvictoria.org.au

DEADLINE FOR NEXT MAGAZINE - MARCH 4 
Please email all your articles ASAP directly to colinmustangroundup@gmail.com

EDITORIALPRESIDENT’S
LETTER

G’day fellow Mustangers.

2021 is here...we made it! Many of the 'Stang projects we 
have been working on during our 'forced' 2020 breaks 
should be ready to hit the sunny Summer streets by now. 

To give you some incentive (if you need it) and get you 
back in the saddle of your 'Stang - there are some official 
Club events starting to roll in for the Social Calendar. 

They'll help you catch up with the people you may not have 
seen for a while and get you motivated into sharing your 
Mustang passion with fellow Club members and others. See 
page 39 for what's filtered through on the calendar or check 
online for more as they come up between magazines.

Here's my 2021 Top Tip...make your New Year's Resolution 
to say to yourself... 'this is the year I will send Colin at least 
one article..' Wouldn't that be great? with over 1000 members 
the Club Magazine pages would be overflowing with cool 
stories, pics and articles for all the rest of us to enjoy.

Think about it for a second...MOCA VIC or other Car Events 
and shows for example...where those members that couldn't 
make it (for whatever reason) can catch up with what the 
rest of the gang has been up to and maybe entice them to 
go next time or catch up at the next meet.

One that comes to my mind is Victorian's yearly pilgrimage 
to Tasmania. Many of us haven't been or can't make it, but I 
think it's awesome to read up on and see all the places and 
gatherings that the lucky members that did make the trip, 
have experienced with fellow members. 

Or... what about that 'resto' or mechanical article that 
someone has sent in, which highlights and answers the 
same challenges you may have gone through or need 
answers for on your current project. I'm sure we all love to 
read about them... I know I do. 

So, going back to my earlier remark about sharing your 
Mustang passion...think about it this way...don't be selfish 
and keep all your great Mustang experiences to yourself. 
There are over a 1000 members that, just like you, are 
itching to read about how you and others in the Club are 
enjoying, in whatever capacity, their Mustang ownership.

Get sending your one article today........

See you soon.

Colin Falso
MOCA VIC Editor
colinmustangroundup@gmail.com
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• Full Restorations  
 in House

• Mechanical Work

• Full Rotisserie  
 Restorations

• Bare Metal  
 Body & Paint

• Rust Repairs

• Show or  
 Councours

170 Calder Highway Harcourt VIC 3453
Phone: (03) 5474 2477

Email: mustmarq@blue1000.com.au
Website: www.themustangmarque.com.au

Specialising in all parts from   
1964- 1970 including full range  

of parts from 1969 - 1970

What's in a Name?
Len Van Rossum

Many cars are given a name by their owners. Some 
people may think that naming a car is a bit childish but as 
any car person knows, cars can become part of the family 
and are treated as such. Some cars are named by previous 
owners, some cars have a gender, some cars have 
character, some cars reflect the character of previous 
owners and some cars are named due to function. Some 
cars are not named at all. That is OK as well. 

I have named several cars when the previous owner had 
embedded their character in the DNA of the vehicle. 

Many years ago, our family sedan was a well worn XB 
Ford Fairmont sedan. The previous owner’s name was 
Gilbert. Gilbert was a well known character in the 
neighbourhood where I grew up. It was obvious to me 
that the name of the 
car was “Gilbert”. 
“Gilbert” was a very 
comfortable car and 
gave us years of 
service.

We purchased a 
white EA Falcon sedan 
to serve as the family 
taxi in about 1992. This 
EA Falcon had been a 
police car for a couple 
of years and 
consequently was 
named “Bill”. 
Remember the BBC 
series “The Bill” on our 
televisions at the time? 

Our next family 
sedan purchased in the year 2000 was a plain white EL 
Falcon. Although serving as the family sedan for 14 years 
this car was never given a name. I don’t know why. Maybe 
a lack of character? 

Some members may remember a Mustang Grande that 
was a project in our shed a few years ago (refer Mustang 
Roundup Winter 2016 edition). 

This Mustang was purchased from a friend named 
Bruce. Bruce has since passed away. This Mustang was 
named “Bruce”. While residing in our shed “Bruce” the 
Mustang somehow absorbed a fair amount of the 
previously mentioned EL Falcon while parked next to it. 
“Bruce” was the name of the Mustang but the model 
became an “EL Grande”. “Bruce” has since moved to 
another shed but I believe his name lives on.

We owned a 1972 Mach 1 Mustang for approximately 16 
years. This Mustang was named “Neddie”. Neddy was a 
common name given to horses back in the day. Neddy’s 
are a common unit of measurement for horsepower. You 
will note that the spelling of “Neddie” hints at a female 
gender. I recall that nearly every person that worked on 
this Mach 1 came away either burnt, bruised, or bleeding. 
“Neddie” was definitely a she.

We currently own an old Nissan Navara twin cab ute. 
The lady I purchased this workhorse from inherited it 
when her uncle Tim passed away. Uncle Tim definitely left 
some of his character in the ute. I scrubbed and scrubbed 
the front seat and steering wheel but I will always be 
reminded of the original owner. This ute is obviously 
named “Uncle Tim”. 

The current project 
in our shed is a 1969 
Mustang. Our eldest 
daughter Melissa 
christened this car 
“Ivy” on the day we 
picked it up. I cannot 
argue with that 
because Melissa knows 
about these things. 
Melissa owned a little 
Mazda 323 she named 
“Albert” when she was 
travelling to and from 
Hobart from the North 
West coast to attend 
uni.

“Albert” gave years 
of faithful service and was passed down to younger sister 
Steph when the bright lights of Melbourne called. “Albert” 
was sold when the bright lights caught Steph’s attention 
as well.

My wife Debra drives a Ford Focus for daily commuting. 
Although this car is absolutely characterless it is known as 
“The Gopher” due to its function in transporting the elderly.

We currently own a bright red 2001 Mustang Cobra 
which has been named “Ruby”. A friend recently 
commented that “Ruby” is a female then? My response 
was” No, I hadn’t thought of gender. “Ruby” is a little gem!”.

That is just a few of the cars that have been named 
while in our custody. Penning these few lines feels a bit 
like coming out of the car naming closet. I think it is OK to 
give your car a name. What do you think?
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We arrived there about 10am, the weather still cloudy, the 
ground, wet.

Our meeting was in the car park fortunately the car park is 
bitumen. The rain had stopped and stayed off the entire time. 
In fact other than a very fine sprinkle on the way home, the 
rain was off for the day. It may have poured down other 
places, but not good old Melton.   

The meeting itself, a social get together, a bit of a chin-wag 
and of course, the cars. At a rough estimate, I would say there 
was about 40 cars, associated owners and partners/family 
members there. The cars, old and new and one or two 
young-ish people there too.

Although we were in the car park, the building was open, 
coffee and the like available and at the end, open for a sit 
down meal. Would have loved to have stayed, but had other 
things to attend to.

I believe it was a good time had by all. Lesley and I have 
been in the club for just over 12 months and it's definitely one 
of, if not the best social groups we have been involved with. 
Never a dull moment and good people throughout. This year 
has been a nightmare. The committee and club members 
need to be commended for their efforts. Let's hope we can 
just look up from hereon.

On Sunday 29th November we saw the emergence of 

MOCA, Victoria, with 4 proposed meeting venues, north, 

south east and west of Melbourne. Being Melton residents, of 

course my wife, Lesley, and I attended the 'West' meeting.

'Melton'  by its very name depicts, hot, dry, dusty and 

somewhat desolate devoid of rain. Sometimes we watch the 

afternoon or evening news and see torrential downpours in 

Melbourne, the north, east, south-eastern suburbs and think 

we are looking at 'file' tape held by news channels. But, no, it 

is that day's news and poor buggers are trapped in their cars 

under the usual culprit overpasses, unable to cope with the 

water content. I spent most of last night listening to plenty of 

wet stuff hitting my tiled roof.

The occasional shower sounded rather heavy, but 

thankfully, brief; anything but dry. With the meeting only 

hours away now, I was thinking...NOT today, please. Maybe 

not in those words though.

About 8am I surfaced to cloud, but no rain. Looking out the 

kitchen window to the north-west I was looking at some 

rather low and DARK cloud. Sure enough, we got another 

shower or two before 10am...meeting time. 

The venue, Tabcorp park, Melton, Ironically, a horse racing 

track,  was the venue for the westies. NO, the horses were not 

on the track. I believe the northerners attended also due to 

low numbers for their meeting. Only 6K's away or 

thereabouts from my residence, I couldn't sneak the '73 there. 

The '73 is nowhere near ready for the road as yet so our 

conveyance to a muscle car meeting was its little South 

Korean counterpart, a Hyundai. At least it's red! 

MOCA Vic Western Gathering
Melton - Tabcorp
Mark and Lesley Massavelli



10 11

Acquisition, Restoration & Sales of 
Muscle Cars, Hot Rods & Classics.

3 Traminer Crt, Wendouree, Vic, 3355   Phone: (03) 5338 2427   Fax: (03) 5338 2527  
Email: sales@griffs.com.au   Web: www.griffs.com.au 

LMCT 10489

“Where Life Is All About the Ride"

No matter what your heart desires, at Griffs we can make your 
dream come to life. Qualified tradesman, experienced project 
management and experienced automotive builders ensure your 
car is completed on time, on budget and most importantly to 
the highest of standards. 

Opening hours
Monday – Friday 8.00am – 5.00pm
Saturday 8.00am – 12.30pm

Griffs restoration shop is located in the heart of Victoria in ever 
sunny Ballarat. We have a 1000 square metre factory with state 
of the art equipment and facilities.

Griffs is not just any old workshop, we take pride in everything 
we do and our work environment reflects exactly that, it is 
always ultra clean and tidy.

We welcome all visitors to come and view our shop, have a 
coffee and discuss your next project.

Services Available....
• Turn Key Projects
• Part Projects
• RestoMods
• Custom Fabrication   

• Complete Range of New  Mustang Parts 1964 – 1973
• Engine & Driveline Installations & Upgrades
• Sourcing of Second Hand & Rare Parts
• Body & Paint Restoration

   

Today, Sunday 29th November was the first day in a long 
time we as a club could have a get together, and even 
though the weather was a bit on the gloomy side it didn’t 
stop the diehard MUSTANG faithful coming out.

Great to catch up with the local 'Southern Group'.

About 36 Mustangs turned up from 64 1/2 to the latest 
Shelby, Adam Richmond kept a log of all the attendees, 
and of course social distance was observed. In the photo 
of the group we all held our breath to take the shot!! 

Many said this was the first time this year their MUSTANG 
had seen the light of day even new members who joined at 
the beginning of the year hadn’t seen anybody from the club. 

Let’s hope this is just the beginning of many more club 
events and club meetings.

MOCA Vic Southern Gathering
Marriott Waters
Garry Anderson
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Wowee! My First New Car
John Belfield

...WIN THIS!

   DO THIS...

ATTENTION
ALL VIC
CLUB 
MEMBERS

  THEN THIS.
email all your files to

colinmustangroundup@gmail.com
and be in the running to...

Take some photos at the
next Mustang Club Event.

Philip Island Historic Racing 2018.  Nick Duyvestyn 

We have been regular attendees  at Philip Island over the past 10 years or so. Some years we have travelled 

with the Mustang Club, others with Let’s Go Cruisin. 

This year we travelled with LGC and has been the case for a number of years got reserved parking in the 

Shannons area directly opposite the pits. This is a great viewing area and is close to the displays and to the pit 

access bridge. 

 

It was a lovely day with bright sunshine and little wind. As usual the organizing group had a great variety of 

cars and a full program. It is always a great day looking at the wide variety of racecars dating from anywhere 

between 29 and 100 years old. 

 

The F5000’s were again the main attraction but they were closely followed by the Group N and Group C race 

cars. 

Another great day and highly recommended if you have not attended. 

  OR THIS...
Write your Mustang Report, 
News, Tips or other Mustang 

Related Stories. 

Contact committee for full details 

After much phoning and emailing, I was entered for 2 days, 
Nov 18 and 19. So here we are, we’re entered to compete but 
not race at this iconic track, but to sprint 'Regularity' style for 
2 days. 

Approximately 40 laps wow! That’s really putting icing on 
the cake. As it turned out, it rained all Saturday and not ideal 
conditions to view the track with over 40 cars in driving rain 
– still a new and interesting experience! Sunday was a 
marvellous experience – I was pretty slow and careful, but 
Conrod Straight was a big thrill as a new McClaren chased me 
all the way down to the chase. 

Later on he asked me what speed I was doing, and I said 
about 230. He said, "...bull dust, I was doing 250 and I was still 
behind you!” Made my day actually!

So I’ve entered again this year and really looking forward to 
this wonderful experience of driving my new wonderful red 
Mustang at Australia’s most iconic track. As the old saying 
goes, “You wouldn’t be dead for quid’s”. I’m loving it.

Yes, it’s a new red 2017 V8 Mustang, six speed manual. 

It’s just a beautiful, wonderful car to drive and Oh my God, 
I’m loving it – So why all the excitement!? Well, we started off 
very poor as teenagers in the 1940’s. A couple of motorbikes 
and then a bit more comfort for me and my girlfriend, Pat, we 
got a single seater very slow 1922 Bullnose Morris – top speed 
50mph in ‘Mexican’ overdrive (Angel Gear) down the 
Pentland Hills into Bacchus Marsh. 

More power needed -  so an upgrade to a 1922 4cyl 4 Litre 
Hotchkiss – homemade sporty body 
a la MGTC but no mudguards on 700 
x 20 truck tyres. We hooked it up to 
Dads caravan for a Honeymoon trip 

to Lorne in 1954 with an AJS 500 
motorbike strapped on the back for 
emergencies.

Actually, we only just made it to 
Lorne with a broken uni joint between 
(yes that’s right) between the motor 
and gear box. 

Next came a disposals 12HP 
Standard “Tilly” as our daily driver – 
Actually, I’m driving up to Sydney 
next week in my Dodge 4x4 and 
Trailer to pick up a restoration project 
Standard Tilly to restore.

Then we moved into a bit of luxury with a 1936 Humber 
Super Snipe Sedan. Next came an FE Holden and for a holiday 
with our two kids – we borrowed dad’s caravan again and 
towed it all the way to Cairns and beyond – big trip then – 
even now!

I bought a Dodge Weapons Carrier 4x4 from disposals in 
1956 and used it as a tow truck for 9 years and also used it on 
over 66 bush trips all over Australia - but that’s another story!

We only ever had one car nearly as good as this new 
Mustang and that was an ex police car, a chev V8 powered 
Studebaker. That was a thrill to drive but too expensive to run, 
so we gravitated down to Renault 10’s. 

Eventually, we had about 10 of them as spares and they did 
a great job of keeping us on the road without costing a 
fortune to run.

My main passion and enthusiasm over the years was the 
collecting and restoring all old and very heavy Military 

Vehicles and starting a Museum, 
but that’s another story too. 26 
years in the Army Reserve as a 
recovery mechanic was also a lot 

of fun. 

About 1999 I bought a hot little 
Nissan GTIR and raced it for 17 
years with the Nissan Club and 
the MSCA. All club stuff but lots 
of fun.

So back to my new pride and 
joy, my wonderful new red 
Mustang. I bought it in early 2017 
and decided to give it a few track 
days with my Nissan Club at 
Sandown, Phillip Island and 
Winton. My times were well down 

on my hot little GTIR so about mid-year I decided it needed a 
bit more get up and go.

So, I got Herrods Ford Performance to upgrade the 5 Litre 
V8 with a Roush supercharger and exhaust and suspension 
upgrade. Wow! That was a great improvement and I’m loving 
it more and more!

About mid-year 2017 I noticed in our Nissan Club mag that 
we could enter an event called Bathurst Super Sprint Regularity.
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Russell Trainor Ph: 0418 131 124 
Showroom: 11 - 13 Sutherlands Road,  
 Riddells Creek VIC 3431

Open: 9.30-12pm Mon/Sun     
 1.30-5.30pm Wed/Fri/Sat   or by appt.

Specialising in the sale of 
Mustang Parts from 1964 - 70

RHD Conversions for 
Mustangs 66 - 70

Best Prices! 

Huge range of Mustang
& Muscle Car Books

Always in Stock

Disc Brake Kits available for
Mustangs 65 - 70     $1395

Air-Conditioning Kits available for
Mustangs 65 - 66     $1495

Website: www.justmustangs.com.au
Email: russell@justmustangs.com.au

LMCT 9012

‘Kids with Cancer’ Event 
& ‘A Breakdown Story’
Barry Bolton

In my last article for our Mustang Roundup Magazine, I 
wrote about my Grand daughters wedding and how the 
BOSS was photographed and the long and winding road of 
the Hume Freeway. 

Well it was a success all went well on the trip home, if you 
think a sore back and the lack of 'fuel economy'. 

So... I parked the car in the garage for the night thinking I 
would do a full clean the next day, and when that came 
about, as I entered the 
garage, I noticed a top brick 
(cement block) had come 
loose from one of the pillars, 
and was now on the floor. 

As I looked further the brick had hit the bottom of the 
Mustang's driver’s door and also noticed a slight dent on the 
rear quarter panel. 

The BOSS now had to have a total respray, thankfully LSV 
(Lumley’s Special Vehicles) came to the party for the whole 
paint job, I stripped the car down and put it back together as 
I wanted to take the time to do it properly. 

Shaun from Exotic 
Customs did the original 
paint job and now did the 
respray, his father is a 
'proper panel beater' and 
did the metal finish, so 
now all is good back to 
normal and shiny new.    

Just Another
Brick In The Wall 
Garry Anderson



16 17

Tall Timbers Run Wrap Up from the Capital (it’s long so 

grab a drink and enjoy)

What a great weekend Jane and I have just had. The 

weekend for us started straight after I finished work on 

Saturday afternoon jumping out of the Ranger, a quick 

change of clothes, fire the Mustang up and we were on our 

way to Country Club Villas in Launceston for the night.

After dinner with the Farmers we were taken to a dimly 

lit property and was shown something we had never seen 

but had heard plenty about, Colin and Kays Awesome 

Foxbody (The new Unicorn of MOCA Tas!) The covers were 

quickly put back on and we were whisked back to our 

accommodation to retire for the night. 

Sunday morning we met up with Kaylene and Mick Challis 

at Woolies Prospect where we waited for the Farmers to 

make an entrance and an entrance they did make! (I will say 

no more about that). 

A quick trip to Devonport Homemakers Centre where BP 

Ultimate was fed in before meeting with the familiar faces 

from up that way but also many faces and cars we had never 

seen before. After a quick hello from Len and Debra - Len 

laid out the run timetable for the day. A rolling pickup of 3 

cars in Ulverstone then another Bunnings stop to pick up the 

remaining cars in Burnie. 

I was most impressed by Len’s timekeeping skills, we were 

to be at Tall Timbers by 12.30 and we were rolling into their 

carpark by 12.25, well most of us were there was a Yellow 

Convertible that was as usual fashionably late, as you have 

seen by the many photos it made a very impressive sight.

Lunch went off without a hitch and was enjoyed by all. 

After Lunch Len said a few words then it was my turn. It was 

great to see so many new faces and 6 new membership 

applications were taken (Welcome to everyone)

The weather was spectacular and the 10 couples staying 

overnight converged on the lawn to enjoy a laugh and a 

couple of drinks, this turned into a few more drinks, 

everyone was enjoying themselves so much that nobody 

wanted to move so takeaways of Pizza etc were enjoyed 

with even more laughs and drinks. 

As the light started to fade discussions started on where 

the night festivities would be held. The owner of a certain 68 

Fastback was doing his best to get everyone to come to our 

room but I wasn’t having any of that! 

I engaged my subliminal thought control processes and 

we all ended in Villa 61 (thank you Peter and Diane for your 

hospitality)

Early in the night a bold statement was made by a certain 

member that he would be the last one standing! Sadly he 

can’t have told his eyelids because they failed him and he 

ended up fast asleep on the hosts couch. 

There was a lot of spirited banter and fun that night , I think 

everyone there knew exactly what Jane thought of Rugby 

among other things lol. 

Sunday morning 7 couples headed into Stanley and had 

breakfast at Moby Dicks (what a great little café). That is 

where we left the rest and started our long trek back to the 

Capital. 

I must have jinxed myself talking to the Markham’s about 

their struggle getting a genuine windscreen on insurance 

Saturday night. We took the awesome Great Lake Highway 

home (as you do) rather than the boring Midland Highway. 

We only passed 1 car coming the other way on the entire 

stretch of highway but that was all it took to get a lovely chip 

and crack right in my line of sight.. So with just under 1000ks 

travelled the USA727 is back in the Capital in my garage 

covered in bugs and grime waiting for me to detail it. 

Well done to Len and Debra on a great run and to 

everyone that came along and made it as enjoyable as it 

was. I think we have one of the best clubs in Tassie and I 

firmly believe that is because of the people we have in the 

club. Cheers for now.

Tall Timbers Run
Dave O'Brien
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Tasmanian MOCA members enjoyed a drive to 
Scamander for a night away on Saturday 26th September. 
The event was organised by Dave and Jane O’Brien.

Members from both ends of the state met at Campbelltown 
on the Saturday morning. A hot coffee and a catch up 
with new friends and friends not seen for many months 
was enjoyed prior to the drive to the east coast. The 
weather was fine but cool for the whole weekend. 

The evenings accommodation at the Scamander Beach 
Resort was arranged by Jane and Dave. A relaxing 
refreshment was enjoyed on the lawn after everyone had 
checked in. 

Several members also tested their skills at the eight ball 
tables in the bar. No one was seen swimming in the pool 
or at the beach. It may have been a bit cool for that. 
Dinner was held in the motel dining room in the evening. 
Entertainment was also provided.

A hot breakfast was served to members in the motel 
dining room on Sunday morning. Bacon and eggs were 
dealt with by most. After breakfast the Mustangs were 
lined up on the street for a photo or two.

Many members drove to the town of Ross on the way 
home for an All Ford Day. The All Ford Day was well 
supported with hundreds of cars on display. 

We all had a fantastic weekend away. Thanks to Jane 
and Dave O’Brien for organising.

Scamander Run 
Len Van Rossum

A delicious lunch was enjoyed by all at Mount Elephant Pancakes on the way to the east coast. The Mustangs 

 The convoy of Mustangs stopped at St Marys for a breather.

Dinner in the Scamander 
Beach resort dining room.

The paparazzi?
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Like most people, over the years I have been away from 
home and had the need for a set of wheels. Mostly overseas, 
occasionally in Oz and with varying degrees of “customer 
satisfaction”. 

My first time of having a rental car was in 1976 when I 
made my first foray overseas (apart from living in Papua 
New Guinea at the time). 

In England I rented a Vauxhall (can’t remember the model) 
and spent a month driving the UK. It was a nice 4 door 
family vehicle and being my first 
time driving in a foreign country it 
took a while to understand the local 
road etiquette etc. Like keep to the 
left on multi-lane motorways, unless 
passing. The semi-trailer sitting on 
the rear bumper with lights blazing 
taught me that one. 

Also, 45 years later I still 
remember a safety advert on the TV 
that “only a fool breaks the 2 second 
rule” about keeping a safe distance 
from the vehicle in front of you, at 
whatever speed. 

The only issue I recall with this car 
was that I had stopped somewhere 
to take a picture and when I got back 
in the car and turned the key there 
was a “tinkle, clunk” sound.
Inspection revealed that the 
generator mount had broken and the 
hardware was swinging by a cable 
underneath. Fortunately I kept 
receipts for towing and repair and 
got a refund when I returned the car.

I have rented a couple of cars in 
South Africa. The first one was a 
small runabout booked on-line 
through the Africar Hire Company, 
which turned out to be an agent for 
Hertz. When we arrived at the Hertz 
depot in Cape Town they were very 
happy to advise us that they had been able to up-grade 
our vehicle. They had arranged for one fitted with a radio! 

On another visit we had booked a medium sized vehicle 
and were picking it up at the airport in Johannesburg. 
When we mentioned that we intended visiting Swaziland 
and Lestho, two land-locked kingdoms within RSA, there 
was some consternation and they advised us they would 
be changing our vehicle to something cheaper. (They also 
told us there would be a refund for a reduced rate.)

It turned out that the rental companies do not like their 

newer vehicles entering either of the two kingdoms. When 
we got there it was obvious why – the bitumen connecting 
the potholes was somewhat well used. 

The vehicle we were supplied, a VW Vivo, was “well run-in” 
but comfortable, until a warning light appeared on the 
dashboard. EPC, listed in a driver’s manual in the glovebox, 
referred to an engine management alarm. 

At Easter in a very religious community we were lucky to 
track down a mechanic who cleared everything and told us 

we were OK to drive. A cash 
payment was requested and of 
course no receipt offered. (It was the 
equivalent of about A$85, cheap 
considering the circumstances.) 

A couple of days later the alarm 
re-activated but this time we were 
able to stop at a VW dealer who 
tracked down the problem as an 
incorrect light bulb in the brake 
lights. Unfortunately because of the 
time it took we were not able to fit in 
a visit to Roake’s Drift, the scene of 
the battle depicted in the Michael 
Caine film, Zulu.

In America we have used rental 
cars on 4 occasions. The first was a 
visit to Hawaii in 2012 when Her 
Majesty offered to rent a Mustang 
for me as a birthday present. I 
suspect it was as much for herself as 
we share the same birthdate.

Anyway, a 2011 convertible 
conveyed us around the big island 
for a couple of days, swanning 
around with the lid down and wind in 
the hair. What joy. 

The 2nd and 3rd vehicles were on 
a trip in 2014. We needed to drive 
from Chicago to Mount Rushmore 
and back and had booked a 
“medium sized” vehicle which I 

expected to be a Camry or equivalent. 

We were provided a Jeep Cherokee. Nice high ride, easy 
to load cases in to the back. Fine except that on the 2nd 
day out we needed fuel. Where is the fuel-cap release? 
Searching the driver’s manual didn’t help but 15 minutes 
later we stumbled over it, a button located under the 
drivers arm rest on the door and coloured the same as the 
trim. Okay, pressed the button, heard the “ping” and went 
to make sure it was open. 

Returned to driver’s door to find the car had locked 

itself, with the key inside, along with all our possessions 
including travel docs and rental papers which held the 
contact details. After explaining the situation to the lady in 
the servo she phoned a mechanic who got us back in to 
the car. The best $25 I spent on that trip.

While in the States on that trip we had booked a 
self-drive tour of Route 66. Accommodation, maps and 
guides are provided but we needed to arrange our own 
vehicle. I had booked another medium-sized car and we 
had to pick it up from O’hare 
International Airport. 

We took the shuttle from the 
terminal to the depot and as 
we stepped off the bus I 
noticed a Mustang convertible 
with California plates at the 
door and said to Her Majesty 
“We’re taking this one”. She 
laughed and then waited with 
the luggage while I confirmed 
our booking. 

At the desk I mention to the 
lady that there was a Mustang Convertible at the door and 
joking asked “could we use that?” “Not a problem” she 
said. It did cost a few dollars more than what we had 
booked and they stiffed me for a one-way rental even 
though I was returning it to the original base, but what the 
heck, how often do you get the chance to drive Route 66 
in a rag-top Pony?

In our case, we did get the opportunity to do it a 2nd time. 
In 2019 we went back to North America and I had specifically 
booked a “Mustang Convertible” from Alamo Rentals.

They didn’t have one available at LAX but if we could get to 
John Wayne Airport they would have one there. John Wayne 
Airport is out near Disneyland so we got a shuttle there.

First thing we discovered was that in California they can 
only charge you a maximum 1 month rental at a time. We 
planned to have this car for 6 weeks. This was a bonus 
because I had stuffed up the finances and didn’t have (at 
that time) sufficient available credit to cover the whole 
amount. One month was okay. 

Next they told me that the allocated vehicle was a late 
return, that they would need 30 minutes to clean and 
prepare it, would I like a BMW 430i convertible instead? No 

thanks, I came all this way for a 
Muzza.

The car was eventually 
delivered to us, we worked out 
how to get our 2 suitcases in to 
the boot and then we were 
away. Not a V8 but an eco-
boost 4. (I called it a Shetland, 
because it was a “small” pony.) 
Still, it was fun to drive and we 
drove off into the haze. Sorry, I 
meant sunset.

But all was not well. As we 
headed up the West Coast I struggled to keep the car in a 
straight line. It was driving as if there was a strong cross-
wind. Near Seattle I discovered the cause - front-end 
alignment was obviously stuffed and both front tyres were 
badly scuffed.

A trip to Alamo deport at Seattle Airport and we were 
given a replacement car. Brand new, 115 miles on the clock! 
It still had that special aroma of a freshly delivered vehicle. 
We handed it back with over 8000 miles. Well, we did rent 
it to drive it so we took it to Vancouver, across to Toronto, 
down through Detroit to Chicago and back down ’66 again 
to pick up some things we had missed the first time.

continued - next page 

VW Riva in RSA

Our surprise rental

Our Shetland Pony in the snow

Opel in RSA with radio

Rental in Mykanos

Rental Cars
Phil Browne
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In Europe we tend to visit France as a base and there we 
lease a car rather than rent one. They have a special deal 
there where you can lease a car for between 3 weeks and 6 
months, tax free. All 3 French manufacturers will provide 
any of their current models. Always a 
brand new vehicle – usually 3 or 4 
clicks on the clock – and they don’t 
care what condition you hand it back 
(within reason) because they are fully 
insured and on return are sold. 

I have picked up a Renault Cleo at 
Heathrow, driven it for 8 weeks 
around the UK, France, Spain and 
Italy, dropped it off at CDG in Paris, 
driven 12000 kms and at the cost of 
$30/day.

Finally, yes we have had to rent a 
couple of cars in Australia. Once it 
cost me $380 for a 1 day rental from 
Canberra back to Melbourne when 
our 2005 Coupe broke down with 
cam problems. It was still cheaper 
than flying and most of the charge 
was for a one-way rental.

On another occasion we flew to Coolangatta for a 
week-long stay at Surfers Paradise. I had opted for a cheap 
rental mob, not exactly Rent-A-Bomb but I’m not sure this 
one would have even made it to that standard. We were 

handed the keys to some dilapidated 
Datsun with about two and half 
million miles on the clock. 

It was so bad I seriously considered 
stopping at a cop shop and asking 
for a roadworthy check. Fortunately 
we were staying at the top of the 
strip in Surfers so when we arrived I 
parked the wreck in a far corner of 
the underground carpark and left it 
there for the length of our stay. We 
walked to the tourist area and 
everywhere we wanted to go. I did 
take it out one night to drive 
somewhere to see a show, but that 
was done with trepidation.

So, those are some of our driving 
experiences, when using a rented 
vehicle.

Our Hawaiin wheels

Driven on Santorini

Renault Clio lease car

Rental Cars continued

The Australian Shelby 

Registry was created 

back in 2009 by the 

Australian Mustang 

Club and affiliated 

with Shelby American 

(SAAC) Australian 

Shelby Owners and Mustang Motorsport. Nez 

Demaj was elected the Australian Shelby 

Registrar by the Australian Mustang Club and 

certified by SAAC in 2009.

The main objective of the Australian Shelby 

Registry is to create a data base of early and 

late model Shelbys and establish the amount 

and wherabouts of all Shelbys in Australia. 

Also, to have links with SAAC and to update 

their records, change of ownership and any 

relevant information of each Shelby produced. 

Once a Shelby owner has submitted their details 

such as their name,  state of residence and 

Shelby details such as VIN and Shelby numbers 

then their information is loaded in the Australian 

Shelby Registry. Once submitted, the Shelby 

owners details are kept confidential at all times 

and never published in any magazines or websites. 

In each state of Australia, there are State Shelby 

Representatives who can assist any present 

Shelby owners with any questions relating to 

their Shelbys. 

There are advantages in being an Australian 

Shelby Registry member as there are many 

Mustang and Shelby displays organised around 

the country so every Shelby member is contacted 

via email whenever there is an upcoming Shelby 

display. Also, when a Shelby owner decides to 

sell his/her Shelby, they can inform the Australian 

Shelby Registrar and he will email all Shelby 

Registry members. 

The Australian Shelby Registry is a group of Shelby 

owners who come together at various Shelby 

displays around the country while enjoying each 

others company and their vehicles.

So, please submit your Shelby details in 

confidence directly to the Australian Shelby 

Registrar, Craig McKenzie.

Australian Shelby Registry
shelby.org.au 

Australian Mustang Club
mustang.org.au 

Mustang Motorsport
mustangmotorsport.com.au

Australian Shelby Registrar
Craig McKenzie 

Victorian Shelby Representative
Craig McKenzie 
0417 561 246
macka62@iprimus.com.au

AUSTRALIAN
SHELBY REGISTRY



 

8 Vickers Street Reservoir VIC 3073   t: 03 9042 6150  
e: sales@nationalmustangs.com.au    www.nationalmustangs.com.au

Join our FB page to see our latest deals & specials @ www.facebook.com/nationalmustangs

COME IN & SEE OUR HUGE RANGE OF QUALITY 
USED, NEW OLD STOCK & REPRODUCTION MUSTANG PARTS.

HOT PRICES IN STORE OR ORDER ONLINE 24/7

REPLACEMENT PARTS  ACCESSORIES  RESTORATIONS
FOR 1964 - 1973 MUSTANGS & 1967 - 1976 FALCONS
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What are some benefits of a Ceramic 
Coating?

The added layer of protection given by the ceramic coating 
helps improve hydrophobic properties and makes the paint 
water resistant. 

This in turn reduces the likelihood of contaminants sticking 
to your car’s paintwork. However, if it does happen to stick, it is 
easier to rinse it away with very little effort needed.

Apart from super hydrophobicity, other beneficial properties 
gained by applying a ceramic coating include: making your 
paintwork more resistant to damage and physical abrasions 
caused by touching, wiping, washing, chemicals, UV, bird 
droppings, bug splatter, dust, mud, and grime. 

So, these potential risks to your paintwork are minimized. 
The ceramic coating becomes ONE with the PAINT – it goes 
INTO the paint - and does not just sit on top or in the gaps.

Will a Ceramic Coating stop bugs, 
sap and tar?

Yes and no. It depends upon what you mean. It will not stop 
your paintwork from having these things get onto your 
paintwork. What it will do though is stop them from damaging 
your paintwork. A ceramic coating certainly does give you 
extra time between when the contaminants stick to your 
paintwork and when you need to remove them. 

They will not leave marks as they would if they were stuck 
onto a clear coat, or single stage paint. They will wash off easily.

Where have protective coatings come 
from?

Check the following table to see where you fall in the history 
of protecting a car’s paintwork. Do you have none, something 
older, are you up-to-date, or are you waiting for the next best 
thing?

1800 Animal Fat Waxes

 Wax, from animal fats, was coated onto the lacquer of 
horse-drawn carriages for protection.

1888  Polishing Compounds

Menzerna creates range of polishing compounds.

1901 Meguiar’s Wax

Meguiar’s wax was developed for paint protection.

1910 Carnauba Wax

Simoniz develops carnauba wax for car paint.

1944 3M Car Wash and Polish

Plastone liquid auto polish developed.

1970s Polymer Sealants and Clear Coat

 The first polymer* sealant developed. Coating was more 
resistant to damage than waxes. Molecules of these coatings 
were large at 2000-3000nm.

2002 Ceramic Clear Coat

 PPG developed CeramiClear. First to use Nano molecules in 
clear coat. More glossy and scratch resistant than previous 
coatings. >200nm.

2007 Nano Silicon Dioxide (SiO2) Coatings

 Many companies develop coatings made of Nano- sized 
SiO2. More shiny and durable. 100-200nm.

2010 Nano Titanium Dioxide Coatings (TiO2)

 The addition of Titanium Dioxide to SiO2 coatings increased 
durability, gloss, and hydrophobic qualities. 100-200nm

2014 Nano (SiO2) and Silicon Carbide (SiC)

 Made of Silicon Dioxide (Quartz) alone or with Silicon 
Carbide. Harder than previous coatings. Earlier coatings 
offer SiO2. Later coatings offered a combination of SiO2 and 
SiC. SiO2 gives shine and durability. SiC increased 
hydrophobicity and hardness of 9H. 15-30nm molecule size.

Future Lotus Effect additives

 Super hydrophobic coating with near self-cleaning effects, 
similar to those found in nature on the Lotus leaf. Water 
floats on the surface and slides off effortlessly taking dust 
with it. 1.5nm or less.

I come in at the SiO2 SiC level with a Protektiv Nano-ceramic 
coating. But after researching, and seeing a TV program about 
soon to be advances in surface protection using Lotus leaf 
style water shedding capabilities, I am anxiously waiting for the 
development of Lotus Effect products to see how they might 
change the whole environment of coatings. What about you? 
Where do you currently sit with your car’s paint protection 
coating?

Following on from my previous article, about caring for the 
clear coat paintwork of your car, in this episode I’ll be 
explaining what a ceramic coating is all about, the benefits of 
having a ceramic coating, and how best to care for your car’s 
ceramic coating.

In this 10th episode I’ll be turning up the dial and I’ll be 
presenting information that’s somewhat deep and technical. 
By the end of it your breadth of knowledge, and depth of 
understanding of what it is that a ceramic coating will do, how 
it does this, and how best to care for it, will have you wanting 
to rush out and get it done, especially if your car doesn’t 
already have a coating. 

So, I want you to strap on your seatbelt and buckle up. I’m 
going to be taking you on quite a ride with this one.

Right from the day I ordered my Mustang I knew I wanted it 
to have a ceramic coating. I had spoken at length with the paint 
protection rep, at Chadstone Ford, about the product she 
wanted to selI to me, and I had loads of questions. 

Was it worth paying for, how was it different to wax and 
protectants, how long would it last, and would the ceramic 
coating stop my paintwork from fading? 

These were some of my most important concerns, and I 
needed answers. What she explained, at length, sounded 
fabulous but I wanted to learn more.

Before I signed up I went home and did my own research 
into this relatively new technology. I was pleasantly surprised 
and wanted to go ahead with the investment. 

So, a quick phone call confirmed that I was willing to spend 
the extra dollars to have a ceramic coating applied. Well I’m 
glad I did. I’ve been mightily impressed with it ever since. And 
many fellow MOCA members, who have also invested in a 
ceramic coating, have echoed my experience.

What is Ceramic Coating anyway?
Ceramic, Nano, silica-quartz, liquid quartz, glass, SiO2 

(Silicon Dioxide), or even diamond coatings are all terms used 
to refer to contemporary protective coatings. All are used 
synonymously. So, if you are doing your own research, look out 
for the term - coating - as it will generally be shorthand simply 
meaning a ceramic coating.

How does a Ceramic Coating work?
The Nano-ceramic coatings we use today are comprised of a 

range of chemicals applied to your paintwork, and sometimes 
trim, glass, plastic and wheels, by a professional detailer. 

It is possible for individuals to apply their own ceramic 
coating but this is not advisable, as I will explain a little later.

A chemical bond is created between the ceramic coating and 
the paintwork giving a layer of protection and gloss previously 
unattainable with clear coat or wax and sealants alone.

The following diagram shows how paint is protected by the 
addition of a ceramic coating. Look particularly at the way in 
which the Nano-sized molecules of the ceramic coating 
penetrate the paint and the spaces between the molecules of 
paint, and clear coat if applied, filling the holes and making the 
surface smooth and protected. 

So, larger sized particles of dust, mud and other environmental 
contaminants cannot penetrate the painted surface, preserving 
it, preventing it from damage, and enabling easier removal, as 
contaminants have nothing to grip onto.

CAR CARE 
Tools, Techniques & Tips
Episode 10 – Ceramic Coating Facts & Care 
Peter Alderson

* Nano/Ceramic Coating. Ceramic coatings use Nano 
technology to protect your car’s paintwork. The size of 
the molecules in the coating is termed Nano due to their 
tiny size. 

Initial versions were 2000 - 3000nm (Nanometres) in 
size. By the 2000s this had shrunk to between 10–80nm. 
Recent coatings measure between 1.5–2.5nm. 

So today their extremely fine molecular size means 
more pores in the paint are filled more densely giving 
an even smoother finish with a stronger bond. 

The increased density also means a higher capacity to 
resist indentation or scratches and shows super 
hydrophobic qualities. 

Now, there are about 10 million Nanometres in one 
centimetre. So with recent coatings, measuring, say 
2nm, there are at least 5 million molecules in every 
centimetre or 500,000 in every millimetre. That’s tiny!

* Polymer. A polymer is composed of a large number of 
smaller molecules that link together to create larger, 
stronger molecules. 

Examples include plastics and silicone. 

In an effort to make a sacrificial layer for vehicle paint, 
scientists developed an early form of clear coat by 
manipulating the physical properties of polymers. 

As polymer molecules are large in size they are inferior to 
ceramic/quartz Nano-based paint protection coatings.

Although used today as a coating, polymer coatings 
with their large molecule size of 2000-3000nm are 
inferior to ceramic Nano coatings of 15-30nm or less.

My 2016 Mustang delivered with a ceramic coating

How a ceramic coating protects paintwork
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How hard is a Ceramic Coating?
A ceramic coating is a truly long-lasting layer on top of the 

clear coat. Due to its 9H* hardness it is like a layer of glass on 
top of, and within the clear coat. This offers a remarkably 
strong barrier helping it resist scratches, harmful chemicals, 
water, environmental hazards, and air-born damage. 

My ceramic coating has a hardness rating of 9H, as determined 
by the Pencil Hardness test*. However, please remember that it is 
not a bulletproof coating, and will not protect your paintwork 
from deliberate attempts to scratch a car with coins, scissors, or 
rocks. I would certainly not trust my ceramic coating to protect 
my paintwork from a brick thrown at it!

Now, I’m not going to break out my 9H pencil and try to 
draw on my car’s paintwork just to test how protective it is. I’ll 
trust the rating the ceramic coating has been given and go 
with that. 

I do know, however, that after a round trip to Coffs Harbour 
of around 3000km the dirty rain, mud, dust, bird droppings, 
and hundreds of dried-on kamikaze bugs, were all removed 
relatively easily and none left any marks.

Given that this is how the hardness of all ceramic coatings is 
measured, it’s a wise idea to ask your installer the hardness 
rating of the coating you are considering, and insist on one 
with a 9H rating. Why would you agree to anything less? You 
do want protection, right?

But, I have a word of warning here. The standard for 
measuring the hardness of any ceramic coating is the Pencil 
Hardness test – the H rating will be awarded to the coating as 
explained above. What if my dealer is quoting the Mohs scale* 
of hardness?

Beware a supplier who quotes a different measure of 
hardness rating, such as the Mohs scale of hardness. They are 
mistaken, and possibly doing this so they can imply that their 
coating is as strong as a diamond, perhaps even cannot be 
scratched like a diamond cannot be scratched. Yes this scale 
does exist, but it is related to mineral hardness. 

The Mohs scale ranges from 1 to 10. The scratch resistance of 
talc measures at level 1 and diamonds at level 10. 

Ceramic coatings were not, and are not, measured according 
to the Mohs scale. Any comparison between the Pencil Hardness 
rating and the Mohs scale is erroneous, and should be ignored. 

Further still, ceramic and so-called diamond coatings are 
branded synonyms. The terms can be used interchangeable to 
mean the same thing – a hardwearing surface that is shiny – as 
shiny and bright as a diamond – perhaps! The hardness rating 
for coatings is, however, measured with the H rating, not the 
Mohs scale.

If your sales person insists that the Mohs scale rating is correct 
and their coating is as strong as diamonds, and not just shiny like 
a diamond, then challenge them to a test. Ask if you can test 
their coating by attempting to scratch it with a diamond ring. 

Alternatively, you could try to scratch it with something 
softer than a diamond, say a ruby with a rating level of 9 on the 
Mohs scale. Technically this should not be able to scratch a 
diamond like surface! 

I bet they’ll pass on the invite and try to modify their 
explanation instead. 

Insist on a 9H hardness rating of their coating instead. That’s 
the highest rating any ceramic coating can achieve, and they 
are definitely shiny, but not as hard as diamonds.

The names given to typical coatings
When you are researching, or even having a conversation 

with a coating supplier, various names may be given to the 
coating they are offering. Here are a few, and what each offers.

1. A Polymer Coating

This is a coating of either epoxy or linked polymers and is 
used widely as a protective coating. Like all coatings it bonds 
with the factory paint/clear coat of your car. It will not wash off 
and if maintained properly will last for years. It does create a 
hard protective shell over the paint but in itself it does not 
contain any additional ingredients and so has no additional 
features other than a hard shell of protection. 

As with all coatings, the only way to remove the polymer 
coating is by polishing, or cutting it off, along with a thin layer 
of the underlying paint! They tend to be >200nm-2000nm.

2. A Quartz Coating

A Quartz coating is often referred to as a Silicon Dioxide 
(SiO2) coating. Quartz is an alternative name for the dioxide 
form of Silica, hence Silicon Dioxide. 

Quartz coatings are harder than other types as once applied, 
and cured, they dry as hard as glass. The Silicon Dioxide is 
suspended in the application liquid and has enormous 
reflective properties. 

A Quartz, or SiO2 coating, has a hardness rating of 9H that 
protects your paintwork against scratches and general 
environmental grime and pollutants. The higher percentage of 
SiO2, the stronger the coating. 

CAR CARE Tools, Techniques & Tips 
Episode 10 – Ceramic Coating Facts & Care However, there are some practical limits to this percentage. 

Percentages higher than 84% are very difficult for non-
professionals to apply as they become extremely viscous. You 
could enquire with your coating supplier to check the SiO2 
percentage. Anything greater than 82% is recommended to 
give superior strength and 9H hardness. 

If you are intending to purchase your own, and do a DIY 
application, then do not attempt to apply any coating that is 
84% or higher. You can run into trouble with it being hard to 
apply. You may also not have time to get it evenly applied as it 
can dry and cure quickly. 

Quartz coatings keep their fresh, crisp appearance, and deep 
shiny look if properly maintained. Removal is by polishing, or 
cutting the coating, along with a thin layer of paint. This type of 
coating will definitely last for many years. They tend to be 
15nm – 30nm.

3. A Hybrid Coating

Hybrid coatings combine the ingredients of a Quartz coating 
with those of a polymer coating. The idea behind its development 
was to achieve a two-fold advantage over other single coatings 
by combining the two existing coatings - a hard shell with shine.

But, my research has not shed any light on this suggestion, 
so there seems to be no reason to suggest that a hybrid coating 
offers any extra advantage over other individual coatings.

Hardness I get. What about gloss?

Gloss is one of the big selling features of a ceramic coating. 
You will be told you will have less washing of the car to do, 
saving heaps of time. 

However, washing still needs to be done and this does take 
time. Sales people will tell you of the gloss your paint will have. 
This means you will save time not having to polish, wax, or 
apply sealant to the paintwork. To me, this is where you will 
save time. It’s interesting seeing the terms used for this feature. 
How about these:

• Profound gloss effect.

• Stunning shiny gloss finish.

• Superior gloss.

• Extremely glossy and rich finish.

• High Gloss.

• Glossiest finish.

• Lavish gloss and finish.

Which one do you think is best? Really? Yes, it is true that the 
benefits of a ceramic coating are durability, resistance to 
scratching, UV protection, and surface gloss. 

However, they are all as glossy as one another. Don’t try to 
differentiate one from another by comparing superlatives 
applied to their level of gloss. Concentrate on the 9H rating 
instead. Gloss is more to do with maintenance, which I’ll explain 
presently, not the inherent quality of the coating when compared 
with another. 

The Technique: 
The Ceramic Coating process

When choosing to have a ceramic coating applied, remember 
that it can be applied to many exterior surfaces including paint, 
glass, plastic trim, and rims. Discuss this with your installer or 
decide what you want to treat if installing it yourself.

Of utmost importance is the preparation stage. All surfaces 
to be coated MUST be absolutely clean and dry. Removal of all 
previously applied waxes and sealants must be complete.

A thorough pH neutral wash is essential and this should not 
contain any waxes. Dry completely before proceeding. Any 
impurities on your paintwork will be locked in if the coating is 
applied to a surface that has not been scrupulously cleaned.

Scratches or swirls must also be buffed away otherwise 
these too will be locked in within the ceramic coating. Claying 
the surface and another wash may be needed to eliminate 
imbedded impurities present in the paint. DO TAKE CARE!

All ceramic coatings are comprised of a carrier liquid containing 
the active ingredients. These may be any combination of SiO2, 
SiC, and Ti2O, suspended in a volatile carrier solvent acting as 
the application fluid. This solvent prevents the active ingredients 
from setting before, during, and slightly after application. 
However, be aware that the solvent flashes/evaporates very 
quickly once it comes into contact with the air.

As the active ingredients can be difficult to apply by 
themselves, due to being tacky, the solvent acts as a transfer 
mechanism making the application easier. 

If applying it yourself ensure the SiO2 percentage is at least 
82% and no higher than 84%, as mentioned earlier, otherwise it 
can be very difficult to apply. You may also not have sufficient 
time apply it evenly before it flashes, dries and cures.

Once “loaded”, an applicator block is used to apply the 
coating over a small area in a crosshatch pattern to level the 
product and ensure thorough coverage. 

*9H hardness. H is a measure of the hardness of a coated 
surface in reference to the lead of a pencil. 

The Pencil Hardness test scale ranges from H to 9H with 
9H being the hardest. 

*Pencil Hardness Test. This refers to the pencil hardness 
of a coating as the H rating of the hardest pencil that 
does not permanently mark the coating when the pencil 
is pressed firmly against it at a 45  ̊angle.

*The Mohs scale of hardness. By way of contrast with the 
Pencil Hardness scale, the Mohs scale of mineral hardness 
relates to the scratch resistance of minerals to the scratch 
of a harder, or different, mineral.

 Professional installer applying ceramic coating 
Source: Car Craft Auto Detailing - YouTube
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It is then left to dwell on the surface for a short time as the 
application solvent flashes/evaporates, leaving the coating to 
penetrate and begin hardening. 

Dwell times can be as short as 30 seconds to several minutes, 
depending on the coating instructions and the air temperature. 
Then, any excess liquid is gently wiped from the surface with a 
low-pile microfibre cloth. Another microfibre cloth is then used 
to give a final buff revealing a high shine. Section-by-section 
the process is repeated until all areas are coated.

Once applied, the active ingredients combine and bond. This 
bonding ensures the molecules form and combine into an 
orderly framework of alternating Silicon (Si) and Oxygen (O) 
atoms branching three-dimensionally and cross-linking with 
any other active ingredients as they cure into a hard shell. 

If this is a DIY job, follow the instructions that come with the 
bottle of coating. Use the special applicator block, normally 
made from a suede cloth covering a soft spongy block. Add 
just a few drops of the product dripped from the bottle onto 
your applicator pad. Have lots of low-pile microfibre cloths on 
hand to remove excess coating and to the give a final buffing.

The curing process, and thus full protection, is reached after 
a few days and sometimes as much as two weeks. My coating 
required two weeks of curing. During this period I was advised 
to not drive the car if possible, not allow it to be rained on, and 
not wash it. 

Any water that might have dried on the coating during its 
curing stage could have seriously marked the surface, requiring 
it to be sanded back, repainted and the coating reapplied to 
that panel.

How long will my coating last?
Ceramic coatings can last the lifetime of your vehicle – so 

long as YOU own the vehicle and you meet certain conditions 
as set out in the warranty. 

For manufacturers, there are too many variables related to the 
application of a coating, and its care, such that manufacturers of 
ceramic coating products cannot give an unlimited warranty to 
their product.

Depending upon the coating you have applied, and the 
warranty you receive, the bond created between the paint and 
ceramic coating is virtually permanent. It could last forever, but 
again depending on the type you get and the warranty 
conditions you receive, it may have a limited lifetime of its own.

However, it generally can’t break down, will not be washed 
away with normal car washing, and does not require reapplication 
every month, like waxes and sealants. 

Warranties received will vary. Research and read these 
carefully as some will cover you for a year or two, some a few 
years more, and yet others may be given a limited lifetime 
warranty so long as you satisfy certain car washing and 
maintenance requirements. 

You should read the warranty offered by your chosen 
supplier before committing to the investment. I did, before I 

ordered, and I was happy to sign. A lifetime warranty can be 
offered depending on the type of coating you decide upon. 
Remember what was explained earlier – polymer v quartz v 
hybrid coatings, as well as what each individual supplier is 
prepared to offer.

Presumably the better the coating the more likely the 
supplier will want to offer a longer, or a lifetime warranty.

Ideally you want a limited lifetime warranty. That is, for as 
long as YOU own the car, and follow the cleaning instructions, 
you will be covered for listed events and not covered for other 
listed events. 

This is what I received with my coating – a ceramic coating 
from Protektiv organized by Chadstone Ford. Here is a 
summary of the warranty I received with my coating. It is a 
limited lifetime warranty and the requirements needed to 
satisfy this are not onerous:

* This last point is worth noting. Responsibility for caring for 
your car’s ceramic coating rests with you.

Importantly, my warranty tells me exactly what I must do to 
maintain my ceramic coating, and therefore retain the cover 
offered by my warranty. 

Any warranty you receive should also do the same and it 
should not be onerous.
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Nothing really unusual here, as the care and washing 
instructions are what we would all be doing anyway. There isn’t 
even a need to use the car wash the supplier recommends, so 
you can use any that you prefer so long as it is pH neutral.

So, all things being equal, you CAN have a limited lifetime 
warranty of your ceramic coating that has been applied by a 
certified professional installer.

 There are other variables though that can affect the end 
result. These include the quality of the prep-work, careful 
installation, and the quality of the clear coat already on your 
vehicle. If your car has not been correctly prepped, and there 
are blemishes on your paintwork, then the ceramic coating will 
just lock these in, to the detriment of the overall finish.

Should I do it myself?
If your installer is not certified, or you do it yourself, then 

problems can occur such as insufficient depth of cover and 
poor or no cover on areas that may have been missed. 

If the carrier solution dries too quickly it becomes very 
difficult to apply, and evenness of coating can be compromised.

If the clear coat on your car is too thin, or has been 
unknowingly affected by aggressive polishing prior to the 
application of the ceramic coating, then it may delaminate later 
causing problems with the ceramic coating.  Don’t risk it!

It is wise not to apply your own ceramic coating for these 
reasons. If you rely on a certified installer then you will be 
covered by their warranty, and can have any damage repaired 
at their cost, not your own!

Can wax be added before a coating is applied?

It is recommended by installers that you have them apply a 
high quality wax on top of the clear coat before the ceramic 
coating is applied. This will mean your car has an extra built in, 
and protected, high gloss and shine. There is nothing wrong in 
doing this.

Can I wax and add sealant to a ceramic coating?

Sacrificial coats of wax on top of a ceramic coating may add 
extra sparkle but are not needed. The SiO2 gives this sparkle. 
Waxes will not adhere to the ceramic coating, due to its 
smoothness, will not last any length of time, and probably just 
wash off with your next wash.

Wax provides an extra layer of protection against bird 
droppings and bug splatter but ceramic coatings can handle 
this anyway as its Nano structure leaves no ‘tooth’ for the 
contaminants to adhere to. It is essentially a thin layer of glass 
that reflects light especially well. 

I would recommend Carnauba Wax be applied before the 
coating due to its superior light reflection qualities.

Maintaining your Ceramic Coating
Maintenance of your ceramic coating is essential especially if 

you want to retain your warranty, or if you want, or need, to 
make a claim on your warranty some time down the track.

Fortunately, maintenance is relatively easy. You should wash 
your car every 2 weeks, unless your car is seriously dirty, has 
insect splatter or bird droppings, or suffers serious dust, dirty 
rain, tree sap or other negative environmental contamination. 
Under these circumstances it is best to wash the car, and 
remove these contaminants, as soon as possible.

 Refer to your warranty to verify that you are keeping to the 
maintenance schedule stipulated. Easy!

Washing is much easier with a ceramic coating. Even after 
light dust and rain falls on your car the ceramic coating has a 
virtual self-cleaning ability with these light contaminants being 
washed away easily after being rained on, or sprayed before 
washing.

Limited Lifetime Warranty

You are warranted against damage from the following 
events. No damage will occur from:

• Marks caused by watermarks.
• Weather induced discolouration.
• Fading.
• Oxidization or loss of gloss.
•  Damage from sunscreen, tree sap, bug splatter, bird 

and bat droppings.

Items NOT covered - Limited Warranty 

•  Damage to paint from collision, stone chips, rust, 
scratches, paint delamination, vandalism, egg damage, 
abrasion, acid, dye oil based paint, bleach or ammonia 
based products or other corrosive chemicals or 
materials.

•  Swirl marks and surface scratches caused by abrasive 
car washing.

• Damage by polishing or buffing the paintwork.
•  Damage caused by cleaning the paintwork with 

solvent, degreaser or any product that is not pH 
neutral.

•  Damage caused by failing to reasonably maintain the 
treated surface with due care.*

Correct surface care and protection

To care for my coating I must:
• Wash vehicle with a pH neutral car wash.
•  Wash the car in a cool, shady area otherwise a hot 

surface will cause washing agents to evaporate quickly 
leading to water spotting.

•  Hose vehicle prior to washing to loosen dirt and dust 
and mud.

• Follow the instructions of the car wash solution.
•  Use a quality clean wash sponge on one panel at a 

time, and then rinse that panel with clean water.
•  Rinse sponge in clean water often to dislodge dirt and 

other contaminants to avoid scratches and swirls.
•  Do not use polish that is abrasive or any washing 

agents that may contain degreasers or solvents as 
they reduce the life of the coating.

•  Remove contaminants ASAP including bird droppings, 
bug splatter, and tree sap in order to neutralize the 
acidic affects they have. Do this by applying PH 
neutral undiluted car wash to the affected area and let 
it dwell to soften the contaminant then wash as per 
washing instructions.

•  Never take your vehicle through an automated car 
wash that uses abrasive washing actions, such as 
brushes, as this can lead to scratching and swirls.

Perform a maintenance wash every 2 weeks
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Which car wash is best for Ceramic 
Coatings?

I have previously explained, in detail, the correct washing 
procedures and tools. See Episode 2 – “Washing & drying the 
bodywork, rims and tyres” in the October – December 2018 
Issue of Mustang Roundup for these details. 

However, what is important is the type of car wash you choose 
to use for the maintenance wash. Check Table 1 below for 
choosing the best car wash to use. You should choose a wash 
that meets the criteria I set out as this will ensure the car wash 
you choose will not have a negative effect on the coating you 
have had applied.

The Tips –Ceramic Coatings
1.  Ceramic coatings will dramatically reduce oxidation, and 

protect the clear coat.

2.  A ceramic coating has Nano molecules smaller than 2nm 
that penetrate the clear coat and paint to become one 
with the paint leaving an extremely smooth surface that is 
super hydrophobic.

3.  Modern coatings can last the lifetime of your vehicle with 
correct care and maintenance.

4.  A ceramic coating will help your car’s paintwork be more 
resistant to damage and physical abrasions caused by 
touching, wiping, washing, chemicals, UV, bird droppings, 
bug splatter, dust, mud, and grime.

5. SiO2 gives shine and durability. 

6.  TiO2 improves strength, anti-corrosion, gloss, and adhesion. 
It delays aging, and extends the life of the coating.

7. SiC gives increased hydrophobicity.

8.  Titanium Dioxide in coated surfaces reflects white light 
and appears brighter. Red, blue and green, in particular, 
are enhanced more by TiO2.

9. Insist on 9H hardness and not Mohs ratings.

10.  You can apply a coating yourself, but you will not have a 
warranty to fall back on if things go wrong.

11.  Polishing, or cutting, the coating away along with a thin 
layer of paint, removes the coating.

12.  Installer prices range from $700 to over $1000 
depending upon the preparation work performed.

13.  Choose your car wash depending on your purpose. 
Wash your coated car every 2 weeks.

14. Wax/sealants are not needed on a coated car.

Now, if you have made it to this point, and taken in what I 
have explained, well done! You are in a much better position to 
understand what a ceramic coating does, how it does this and 
how to maintain it – for the lifetime of your car.

What’s up next?
After all of this, it’s time to show off your car at the next car 

show – so in the next article I’ll be writing about “Achieving The 
Perfect Shine!” for the show.

Happy Cleaning!

BONUS SECTION
In this episode I have another bonus for you.

BONUS #6
What is better – beading or sheeting of water from the 

surface of your car? Is one better than the other?

In the car paint coating arena there is discussion as to which 
is best – beading or sheeting. Does water on the paintwork 
create small beads of water or do larger sheets of water form? 
Coatings create a hydrophobic surface, meaning they repel 
water by creating beads. 

However, it is important to ask how this water is applied. If 
there is a drizzle of rain this will form beads. If there is a flow of 
water applied to the surface this will sheet. 

If you are driving whilst it is raining the beads will roll under 
the force of the wind and the movement of the car, and these 
form larger blocks that sheet off. One can lead to the other but 
beading always occurs first. 

Either way, this beading and sheeting is a sign of paint 
protection from water. Contaminants are less likely to stick as 
they will be carried, or pushed, away by the sheeting water.

 

In the images above you can see beads form after a spray 
rinse following washing. I flood the surface with a constant 
flow of water that creates a sheeting effect. This combines all 
of the beads that then sheet away leaving a virtually dry 
surface with only a few beads of water remaining to be blown 
or wiped away.

Beading alone means you have good protection. Sheeting 
also means you have good protection. Both show signs of a 
hydrophobic surface. Beading and sheeting occur under 
different circumstances. 
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Beading, flooding then sheeting - a near-dry surface.

Table 1 – Comparing different Bowden’s Car Wash Products 
 

 
Feature 

 

 
Auto Body Gel 

 
Wax Wash 

 
Nanolicious Wash 

 
Your Chosen Wash 

Circle your car wash solution 

 
High sudsing 

 

 
✗ 

Medium 
 

 
✔ 

High 
 

 
✔ 

Highest 
 

 
✔ 

 
OR 

 
✗ 

 
 

Gloss enhancers 
 

 
✗ 

None 

 
✔ 

T1 Carnauba wax 
infused 

 

 
✔ 
Yes 

 
 

✔ 

 
 

OR 

 
 

✗ 

 
pH Balanced 

 

 
✔ 

 
✔ 

 
✔ 

 
✔ 

 
OR 

 
✗ 

 
Biodegradable 

 

 
✔ 

 
✔ 

 
✔ 

 
✔ 

 
OR 

 
✗ 

 
Anti-rust 
inhibitors 

 

 

✔ 
Normal 

 

 

✔ 
High 

 

 

✔ 
Normal 

 

 

✔ 

 
OR 

 

✗ 

 
UV protection 

 

 
✔ 

 
✔ 

 
✔ 

 
✔ 

 
OR 

 
✗ 

 
 

High lubrication 
 

 
✔ 

Normal 
 

 
✔ 

High 
 

 
✔ 

Highest 
 

 
✔ 

 
OR 

 
✗ 

 
Satin and 

Matte finish 
friendly 

 

 
✔ 

Best. Adds no shine  
 

 
✗ 

No. It adds shine. 

 
✗ 

No. It adds shine 

 
✔ 

 
OR 

 
✗ 

 
Will not remove 
wax or sealants 

 

 
✔ 

 

 
✔ 

 

 
✔ 

 

 
✔ 

 
OR 

 
✗ 

 
Silicone free 

 

 

✔ 
 

 

✔ 

 

✔ 

 

✔ 

 
OR 

 

✗ 

 
Salt free 

 

 
✔ 

 
✔ 

 
✔ 

 
✔ 

 
OR 

 
✗ 

 
Phosphate free 

 

 
✔ 

 
✔ 

 
✔ 

 
✔ 

 
OR 

 
✗ 

 
Recommended 

Uses 
 

 
• Gentle and delicate 

wash 
• Use for light dust or 

barely dirty car 
washing 

• Non streaking 
• Free from gloss 

enhancers 
• Gives a clean glow 
• Satin and matte 

paint friendly 
• Use before 

decontamination 
 

 
• Use for heavier 

dust or medium 
dirty car washing 

• Adds carnauba 
wax shine 

• Non streaking 
• Contains gloss 

enhancers 
• Adds depth and 

glow to vibrant and 
metallic paintwork 

• Black plastic and 
trim enhancers 

• Before a car show 
 

 
• Use for heavier 

dust or very dirty 
car washing 

• Deep cleaning 
formula 

• Non streaking 
• Contains gloss 

enhancers 
• Adds extra 

hydrophobicity 
• Best for ceramic 

coated paint 
• Daily driver and 

before car show 
 

 
✔ 

 
OR 

 
✗ 

•  Always use the 2 bucket wash system to help prevent scratches. 

•  Wash from the top to the bottom to prevent dirty water from washing over cleaned areas. 

•  Wash using straight lines along the length of the panel being washed – never use a circular motion – swirls will result. 

•  Do not press hard. Let the weight of the wash pad do the washing. Less pressure means less chance of scratching. 

•  Rinse each panel after washing before doing the next. When finished flood the surface to leave an almost dry surface. 
 

 
Proudly Sponsored by: 

  

Copyright 
Peter Alderson 2020 
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A really super hydrophobic surface will bead just as easily as 
a normally hydrophobic surface. Sheeting comes when the 
beads combine, either through wind, a flood of water applied 
to the surface or when the angle of the surface increases 
causing the beads to roll, combine together, and sheet away. 

Whether you use wax and sealants, or some form of coating, 
you will achieve beading and eventual sheeting. Sheeting will 
leave a near-dry surface. 

One is not better than the other so long as you encourage the 
beads to combine and sheet away. They work in combination.
Hence, the final flooding rinse after a wash. If your car is 
parked, and beads are left on the surface, they will not 
magically roll away, so marks may remain once the beads dry. 

If it rains whilst driving, the beads will roll easily, form sheets 
that roll off the surface leaving it virtually free of water. If your 
protection is maintained you will achieve beading and sheeting. 

The smoothness and longevity of a coating means you 
achieve beading and sheeting for longer than a poorly 
maintained waxed surface.

However, due to the Nano-sized molecules in a coating, 
water is way less likely to gain a hold due to the lack of an 
effective ‘tooth’ on the surface when compared to the larger 
molecule size of any surface wax you have applied. 

Waxed surfaces will hold the beads for longer before 
sheeting can occur compared to a coated surface, hence the 
popularity of coatings. 

They offer a higher level of hydrophobicity over an extended 
period of time, and offer longevity of protection against UV 
rays and chemicals as well.
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TEAM App
MOCA VICTORIA 

DOWNLOAD THE ‘TEAM APP’ 
& STAY UP TO DATE WITH 
ALL THE LATEST CLUB EVENTS.
Smart phone & Tablet Compatible.
NEED HELP?
Contact Tony Borg
via email: mustangclubevents@gmail.com
or phone: 0411 406 768

FOLLOW THESE STEPS
1.  Download ‘TEAM App’ from the 

Apple or Google Play App Store.

2.  Sign up to TEAM App. 
You will be sent an email to 
confirm your registration.

3.  Log into the App and search for  
‘MOCA VICTORIA’.

4.  You DO NOT need to select an 
access group.

5.  If you don’t have a smart phone, 
go to mocavictoria.teamapp.com 
to sign up and view the App 
online.

6. DONE!

Lockdown has made a few of us a bit 'loopy' with our long 
periods of sitting around doing nothing.

While bored during the Covid Lockdown on a wet winter's 
day, I made these outlets from some Bunnings items so i 
could still at least start the car and it wouldn't get rained on 
while still safe in the garage.

Glen Belfield

Because of Covid Lockdown and not being able to go to 
meetings or club events our granddaughters found a way to 
entertain themselves and get some use for the mustang.

We have been lucky somewhat though this year as we 
managed to escape Victoria the day of lockdown with NSW. 
We spent three weeks in NSW, Port McQuarie and Cabarita 
before we could apply for a border pass to go the Queensland. 
We were then able to have our normal holiday.

Noosa was so different to Victoria - no face masks and 
everything normal, shops, restaurants all open. The only thing 
to let you know there was a virus were spots to social 
distance in the supermarkets.

It was very surreal driving home down the Hume Highway 
with no other cars.

When we got home being in regional Victoria we did a road 
trip in the caravan to Echuca, Yarrawonga and Bright. It was 
nice to see lots of Victorians out and about.

Hopefully we will be back to some form of normal in 2021.

Ian and Phyllis Edwards

LOckdoWn MaDnesS

INSURANCE FOR MOTORING ENTHUSIASTS  |  CALL 13 46 46 FOR A QUOTE  |  SHANNONS.COM.AU

For almost 30 years Shannons have actively supported the car club movement across Australia, 
attending around 800 events each year. The Shannons Super Rig has travelled thousands of 
kilometres and attended a multitude of events across Australia.

No other insurance company is committed to, or appreciates the 
passion, that motoring enthusiasts have for their special vehicles. 

Today, Shannons is the insurer of choice for motoring enthusiasts 
across Australia, providing innovative and flexible insurance options. 
You can even pay your premium monthly at no additional cost. 

So call Shannons for a          quote on 13 46 46. 

W H E R E V E R  Y O U  S E E 
M O T O R I N G  E N T H U S I A S T S 

Y O U ’ L L  S E E  S H A N N O N S

Shannons Pty Limited ABN 91 099 692 636 is an authorised representative of AAI Limited ABN 48 005 297 807, the product issuer. Read the Product Disclosure Statement before buying 
this insurance. Contact us for a copy.
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www.facebook.com/pages/Official-Mustang-Owners-Club-Australia-Victoria/270093699735606

VICTORIA CLUB
SOCIAL CALENDAR
JAN - FEB 2021 

JANUARY 2021

WEDNESDAY 20TH

MONTHLY CLUB MEETING
REGGIO CALABRIA CLUB
476 Brunswick Rd, Parkville VIC 3052 at 8.00pm.
Don’t forget you have to be in attendance for your chance to win one of the following:  
LUCKY MEMBERS JACKPOT DRAW, MUG OF THE MONTH, DOOR PRIZE, and MOCA RAFFLE.

Noting: Nominations for committee positions will be requested at this meeting,
for voting if required at the Annual General Meeting to be held on Wednesday
the 17th of February 2021.

TUESDAY 26TH

MOCA VIC AUSTRALIA DAY CLAYTONS CONCOURS - NEW VENUE
Our largest annual Claytons Concours will be held on the grounds of the Historic Wooralla Homestead.

25 Wooralla Drive Mount Eliza

Be there from 9am for Barry’s Egg and Bacon Brekky, followed by the usual lunchtime fare.

Gates open at 830am, club member entry fee is a gold coin donation, non-members in a Mustang $5.

The public are more than welcome, a gold coin donation will provide entry.

So, come along, display your steed, enjoy the company of your fellow club mates, 

Please make sure you register for this one, so we have a snag with your name on it, and make sure 
you wear your current lanyard.

To Register, Contact Tony on 0411 406 760 (text or call), or click yes on the App.

FEBRUARY 2021

WEDNESDAY 10TH

TO

MONDAY 15TH

MOCA VIC ANNUAL TASSIE TOUR. 
The Tassie 2021 committee have put together a fantastic list of attractions and places for those 
heading down to stay and tour around the Apple Isle and which promises to be bigger and better 
than ever.
The basic itinerary is as follows:
• Wednesday 10th February - Depart from Port Melbourne around 7.30 pm, on the Spirit of Tasmania 
•  Thursday 11th - Drive to mid-east coast to stay at Scamander Beach Resort.  Seafood BBQ on lawn 

(weather permitting)
•  Friday 12th - drive from Scamander to the Bay of Fires, then to the N/E corner to Barnbougle Golf 

Course for lunch. Stay at Launceston Country Club Villas.  BBQ dinner at King Pin Hod Rod 
Clubhouse with MOCT members

• Saturday 13th - day trip to Cradle Mountain.  Joint MOCT/MOCV dinner at Launceston Casino.
•  Sunday 14th - day trip to N/W corner to Cape Grim, return via the Nut at Stanley, to Devonport for 

a dinner, prior to boarding. Late 10 pm departure. 
• Monday 15th - arrive back at Station Pier around 8 am 
Places are filling fast, final payment must be made by 4 January 2021, so contact De or Neil to lock 
in your spot.
Contact our organisers De or Neil on 0430 283 873 for booking arrangements.

WEDNESDAY 17TH

MONTHLY CLUB MEETING
REGGIO CALABRIA CLUB
476 Brunswick Rd, Parkville VIC 3052 at 8.00pm.
Don’t forget you have to be in attendance for your chance to win one of the following:  
LUCKY MEMBERS JACKPOT DRAW, MUG OF THE MONTH, DOOR PRIZE, and MOCA RAFFLE.

Noting: This meeting will incorporate the club Annual General Meeting.
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BARE METAL ROTISSERIE RESTORATIONS 

RUST REPAIR PANEL FABRICATION 

CHASSIS MODIFICATIONS & FABRICATION 

MECHANICAL MODIFICATIONS & UP GRADES 

CONCOURS & SHOW FINISHING 

BAKED TWO PACK SPRAY PAINTING 

 

 

Having retired in 2015 I wanted to find something 
meaningful to do in my spare time. 

I heard about an organisation called L2P and on looking into 
it thought it would be something that I could participate in.

I have now been a mentor for 3 years and it has turned out 
to be one of the most rewarding experiences of my life.

While hesitant at first I soon realised by just being yourself 
and talking to the kids it was really quite easy. 

So far I have helped 10 kids get their licences and it has 
been exciting for them and myself. I always buy my new 
drivers their first set of P plates. 

There is a lot of criticism of the young on the roads and 
this is my small contribution to try and help some of them 
develop sound driving skills and to have confidence in their 
abilities but especially not to be intimidated by the other 
drivers. 

It's always lovely when talking to some of them to hear 
them say if they are in a stressful situation 'what would 
Graham tell me'. Makes me realise I have had some positive 
influence in their lives. 

The L2P organisation is targeted at a group of young people 
who may not otherwise have support in achieving their 120 
hours because of circumstances beyond their control. 

While this may not be for everyone for those of you who 
feel they could contribute I can vouch that it is a very 
rewarding experience. 

What is L2P I hear you ask?  
Well, it is a TAC funded program helping Learner drivers to 
their Probationary licences. A community based program 
that supports learners under 21 years of age, who do not 
have access to a supervising driver or a vehicle, to gain the 
120 hours driving experience required to apply for a 
probationary licence.

A licence is more than just the opportunity to drive though, 
it’s an opportunity to go further, get employed, take on tertiary 
study, connect with others and achieve everyday life goals.

I’m fortunate enough to share this amazing program with 
you because one of your own is part of the Yarra Ranges 
TAC L2P program, one of approximately 60 TAC L2P 
programs across the state.

L2P owes its success to amazing volunteer mentors like 
Graham, who provide their time, experience, knowledge, 
patience and passion for driving and supporting young 
people to our learners. Learners and mentors are provided 
training and lessons before being matched and then head 
out for weekly drives of at least one hour, building toward 
the learner’s 120 hours goal.

With the effects of COVID-19, we need volunteer mentors 
now more than ever. We need mentors who will be role 
models for these young people, who will see and help them 
foster their potential and who will help us create safer drivers.

The L2P program changed my life as a young person in the 
Yarra Valley and opened up so many great opportunities.  
I also really grew to value the relationship with my Mentor. 
– L2P Learner

To find out more about the Yarra Ranges TAC L2P 
Program head to www.yarraranges.vic.gov.au/L2P or 
contact L2P@yarraranges.vic.gov.au. Or if you are further 
afield head to www.vicroads.vic.gov.au and search L2P to 
find the closest program to you.

TAC L2P Program
Graham Hutchinson
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If you own a genuine Boss, we ask you to register with us. 
This will give us an indication of how many Boss’ are in Australia. 

By providing your details we can send you updates and other related information. 
All information is kept confidential and your personal details  

will not be passed on without your permission 
 

PERSONAL INFORMATION 

First Name:       Surname:       

Address:              
(Street no & name - Optional) 

 
 

Suburb:       State:      Post Code:    

Mobile:      Email:         

VEHICLE  INFORMATION   UnRestored     Restored 
(Please complete 1 (one) form per Boss) 

Year:      Vin No:        

Engine Capacity:              302              351            429  --     Cougar 

Color:         Rego:        

Door Tag Details 

 
 
 
 

 
 Additional information/facts:            
 

               
 

Return completed forms, with photo/s of your car to 
Andre Stoffers   
Mob: 0411 455 755  
Email: Boss.Registry@gmail.com  

                                                                                  
AUSTRALIA BOSS REGISTRY 

   

 

                    
    Body  Color      Trim    Date   DSO    Axle   Trans 

  

 

 

 

- KK: _________ 

Suspensionpartsonline.com.au 

 

 

 

 

 

Service and Advice -  Suspensionpartsonline.com.au is your #1 Mustang S550 source.  

Suspensionpartsonline.com.au 

Ph 03 9553 6915   
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A

OFFICIAL CLUB
CLOTHING &
MERCHANDISE

A Nitro Shirt - Navy & Red  
 (Available In Both Mens & Ladies Cuts $55

B Polo Shirt - White, Navy & Red  $50

C Polo Shirt - Red, Navy & White (New Style) $55

 Children’s T-Shirts From $20

 Children’s Polo Shirts $25

D Ladies 3/4 Length Sleeved Tops In Black / White $40

 Ladies V-Neck Short Sleeve $35

 Ladies Cardigan - Navy $75

 V-Neck Jumper - Dark Navy $75

E Fleecy Long Sleeved Tops - Navy Only $55

F Reversible Vests - Navy With Red Lining $50

G Hoodie - Navy / Red Piping Or Screenprint $60

H Cambrey Shirts Long And Short Sleeve $60

I Baseball Jacket W/Suede Sleeve
 (Large Logo On Back, Small Logo On Front) $170

J Navy Winter Jacket / Fully Lined With Red Piping $105

 (Large Logo On Back, Name On Front Optional) $150

K Lightweight Microfibre Club Jacket $80
 Red, White & Blue (Large Logo On Back,

 Name On Front Optional) Limited Stock) $125

 Club Caps Navy / Suede Peak $20

 Ladies Peak Hats $15

 Beanies $15

HOW TO ORDER 

• Contact Lynda Sparrow by Phone on 0447 474 790 or email lynda@australiansilencer.com.au to order all your gear.

• Allow $10 - $15 extra for any items that need to be posted.

• Please make all Cheques payable to: ‘MUSTANG OWNERS CLUB AUST. (VIC) INC.’

B
C

D
E

F

G

H

I Front I Back

J
K

       ASSORTED BADGES & STICKERS ALSO AVAILABLE

Local, national & global coverage
Over 600 locations around the world

Specialised packing materials
Maximum protection for your household goods 

Office & Commercial Relocations
Specialist equipment with 24 hour availability

Knowledge and experience
Obligation free quote from our local move consultant

03 9904 0100

Quality 
ISO 9001

alliedpickfords.com.au
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We at Autonovus are PASSIONATE about protecting your vehicle.   
The indoor and outdoor CarCapsules are the ORIGINAL car “bubbles” that completely 
seal and protect your vehicle from rodents, rust, corrosion, dirt, dust, mildew, and musty 
odors.  The patented continuous air flow system keeps the temperature consistent inside 
and out and eliminating condensation.  Protect YOUR invest today with the CarCapsule.

Outdoor and Indoor Car Capsules available
Bike Capsules available

One year warranty

Showcases available

Easy to set up and use

Unique evaporative storage system

T H E  U L T I M A T E  I N  C A R  C O V E R S

W W W . A U T O N O V U S . C O M . A U

   AU TO N O V U S                    W:  AU TO N O V U S . CO M . AU                  P:  0490 455 287                E:  I N F O @ AU TO N O V U S . CO M . AU 
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The indoor and outdoor CarCapsules are the ORIGINAL car “bubbles” that completely 
seal and protect your vehicle from rodents, rust, corrosion, dirt, dust, mildew, and musty 
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Outdoor and Indoor
Car Capsules available

Bike Capsules available

One year warranty

Showcases available

Unique evaporative
storage system

Easy to set up and use

We at Autonovus are PASSIONATE
about protecting your vehicle.
The indoor and outdoor CarCapsules
are the ORIGINAL car “bubbles” that 
completely seal and protect your vehicle 
from rodents, rust, corrosion, dirt, dust, 
mildew and musty odors. 
The patented continuous air flow system 
keeps the temperature consistent inside 
and out and eliminating condensation. 
Protect YOUR invest today with the 
CarCapsule.    

Outdoor and Indoor
Car Capsules available

Bike Capsules available

One year warranty

Showcases available

Unique evaporative
storage system

Easy to set up and use

We at Autonovus are PASSIONATE
about protecting your vehicle.
The indoor and outdoor CarCapsules
are the ORIGINAL car “bubbles” that 
completely seal and protect your vehicle 
from rodents, rust, corrosion, dirt, dust, 
mildew and musty odors. 
The patented continuous air flow system 
keeps the temperature consistent inside 
and out and eliminating condensation. 
Protect YOUR invest today with the 
CarCapsule.    

Tuckett’s Tyrepower Hastings

2079 Frankston-Flinders Road, Hastings
Call Rob or Dean on 59793844

Specialising in Tyres, 
Wheels, Brakes and 
Suspension for your

Mustang or daily driver

MOCA VIC 
HISTORY
from the Archives

VICTORIA

circa: @1996 some excerpts from MOCA VIC Club Magazine

Jim Lambie's 1973 Convertible @Vic Concours Caulfield 



mustangmotorsport.com.au
03 9753 5799 10 HAYWARD RD, FERNTREE GULLY VIC 3156

THE BEST PARTS | THE BEST SERVICE
from australia’s most trusted mustang experts

ORDER ONLINE NOW AT MUSTANGMOTORSPORT.COM.AU
AUSTRALIA’S LARGEST RANGE OF MUSTANG PARTS  
AND ACCESSORIES IN STOCK IN AUSTRALIA NOW!

2015-20 ROUSH TRUNK TOOLKIT

2015-20 CARROLL SHELBY  
CS56 V2.0 20” WHEEL SET

2015-17 OEM  
USA GT LOWER GRILLE

2015-20 BLACK LOCK NUT SET

2015-20 5.0L V8 ADJUSTABLE  
PERFORMANCE COILOVERS

2015-20 DRAKE BILLET  
FUSE BOX COVER

2015-20 GT350 STEERING WHEEL 
WITH SILVER STITCHING

LOGBOOK SERVICING  
INC. OIL FILTER, VEHICLE CHECK

Handles better and provides more 
comfortable ride than stock!

2015-20 15” SLOTTED  
BREMBO BRAKE UPGRADE

2018-20 5.0L V8 ROUSH PHASE 1  
700HP SUPERCHARGER

2015-17 GENUINE  
50TH ANNIVERSARY GRILLE

2015-20 MM BOOT/TRUNK MAT

2015-20 SPARE WHEEL KIT

2015-20 OEM USA  
STRUT TOWER BRACE FOR RHD

2015-20 HOOD STRUT KIT

Includes rim, tyre, jack and lever!

2015-20 FRONT PARKING CAMERA

Also available:
- PHASE 2 750HP SUPERCHARGER 
- PHASE 1 to 2 UPGRADE KIT
- 2015-17 670HP & 727HP KITS


